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GOD has spoken 
to MEW ? S 

CRISIS IN LEADERSHIP 

BSA 
THE B LE SABBATH ASSOCIATION 



For those who don't know Him--Jesus Christ and Him Crucified! 
For those who do know Him--the liberty of His Sabbath! 

Sydney Cleveland 

THE 
GOODNEWS! 

"Their sins and lawless acts 
I will remember 

no more. 
And where these 

have been forgiven, 
there is no longer 

any sacrifice for sin. " 
- Hebrews 10:17,18 NIV 
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EDITORIAL 

THE SEARCH FOR HONESTY 
Some 300 years before Christ, a Greek cynic named Diogenes carried a lantern as he 
walked through the city of Athens. When asked what he was looking for, Diogenes 
replied, "I am looking for an honest man." If the story is true, then the search for 
honesty is at least 2,300 years old. But how would Diogenes find today's world? 

The News Media. Certainly not more than a handful of our readers missed the 
news coverage of "0. J." Simpson and his televised "flight" from the law. With 
straight faces and fervent words respected news anchors reported that "0. J." was 
fleeing in order to go to his mother's house. But that was not true, he was headed for 
his own home. We were told evidence linking o. J. to the murder of his wife in­ 
cluded a "blunt digging tooL" But it was not true, the "tool" does not exist. We 
were told o. J.'s ski mask had been recovered at the crime scene, but again the report 
was false. Now as I watch the evening news I can't help wondering, "Would Dio­ 
genes find an honest man here?" 
The Scientific Community. Most of us are aware that the United States govern­ 
ment is currently investigating the tobacco industry. Since the 1960's our nation's 
Surgeon Generals have repeatedly warned of the dangers of smoking. But for every 
scientist producing evidence condemning smoking there is a scientist bought with 
tobacco money to refute the testimony. This dichotomy among scientists is true in 
the Creation vs. Evolution debate, in the great Ozone Depletion scare, and even in 
the investigation of the flammability of gasoline tanks on American pickup trucks. 
Would Diogenes find an "honest man" in today's scientific community? 

The Religious Community. Never before in my lifetime have there been so many 
claiming to be the "True Church," or to have the "True Religion," or the "True In­ 
terpretation," or the "True Miracles," or the "True Bible," or the "Truth." Reason 
dictates that they can't all be telling the truth! One sincere individual wrote claim­ 
ing to have discovered a special truth. But his claim to credibility lay largely in the 
fact that he had helped track ballistic missiles during US government tests. Should I 
accept his theology because he "never lost a missile?" Would I believe what that 
Galilean fisherman, Peter, wrote because "he never lost a fish?" It seems many to­ 
day discover "new truth" by omitting evidence which runs contrary to their cher­ 
ished beliefs. This is not surprising, for Jesus said there would be many false 
Christs, false teachings, and false spirits. Would Diogenes find an "honest man" in 
today's religious community? 
I could point to the Educational, Legal, Political, and Medical Communities ad nau­ 
seam, but the result is always the same - all 0/ us are desperately wicked! As the 
Bible says: "(Our) whole head is injured, (our) whole heart afflicted. From the sole 
of (our) foot to the top of (our) head there is no soundness - only wounds and welts 
and open sores, not cleansed or bandaged or soothed with oil" (Isaiah 1:5,6). The 
fact of the matter is that Diogenes lived 300 years too soon. Had he lived in the time 
of Christ his search would have been fruitful, he would have found one totally hon­ 
est man: Jesus Christ. "I am the way, the truth, and the life," Jesus said. By laying 
aside personal prejudices and cherished opinions, and coming like innocent children 
to learn of Him, we all can be full of truth! 

-SC 
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Mailbox 
Enjoys TSS Very Much 
Enclosed is my renewal subscription. 
I enjoy TSS very much and it is my 
joy to look forward to getting the 
magazine every month. I am a Sab­ 
bathkeeper, so your magazine holds a 
wealth of interest for me. 

R. McClaflin 

TSS is Nondenominational 
I'd like to suggest that right above the 
TSS masthead the word "Nondenomi­ 
national" be in luded. The reason is 
that as soon as some see the words 
The Sabbath Sentinel they may asso­ 
ciate the magazine with a church. I 
believe the word "Nondenomina­ 
tional" would make it easier for some 
to subscribe to the magazine. 

C. White 
Shannon,IL 

Likes EGW Article 
I have really enjoyed reading TSS; 
especially the July and August, 1993 
issues dealing with SDAs rewriting 
Ellen G. White. I have been an SDA 
for 36 years and it is refreshing to see 
the truth on how EGW received her 
"inspiration." God bless, and keep up 
the good work. Also, besides my sub­ 
scription to TSS. could you also send 
me a directory of Sabbathkeeping 
churches? 

Robert Sanders 
West Lafayette, IN 

"Sealed" but Disappointed 
I was extremely interested in the two 
articles on pages five and six of the 
May (1994) issue of TSS. But after 
reading them I was very disappointed. 
Anyone doing an extensive study into 
this subject could not have acciden­ 
tally overlooked the obvious. It 
would have had to intentionally be 
overlooked to try to get a specific 
doctrinal view across. 

What was done in these two articles 
was not scripturally explaining what 
the Bible says the seal is ~ instead, 
they went into defining the word seal, 
replacing the word sign with seal, giv­ 
ing examples of seals, and quoted 
scriptures that seem to indicate what 
the seal was. Nowhere in either arti­ 
cle did they put the scriptures together 
to prove what the seal really is. It's 
really quite simple when you allow 
the scripture to define itself. Let's try 
it and see what happens. You may 
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want to print a third view on this 
subject. 

In Revelation 7:3, 4 it says: "Hurt not 
the earth neither the sea, nor the trees, 
till we have sealed the servants of 
Yahwheh in their foreheads. And I 
heard the number of them which were 
sealed, and there were sealed an hun­ 
dred and forty four thousand of all the 
tribes of the children of Israel," 

We have three important things to 
look at here. First, these servants 
were going to be sealed. Second, the 
seal would be put in their foreheads. 
And third, the number to be sealed 
would be one hundred forty four 
thousand. 

Now if we look at Revelation 14: 1, we 
read: "And I looked and 10 a Lamb 
stood on the Mount Sion and with 
Him an hundred forty and four thou­ 
sand, having His Father's name writ­ 
ten in their foreheads." The text 
reads, "His name and His Father's 
name." Can we find those same maj or 
factors in this scripture? We see the 
number is the same: one hundred forty 
four thousand. The place is the same: 
their foreheads. And what is it that is 
there? The Name. 

Now, to put a little more credibility to 
this scenario, look at Revelation chap­ 
ter twenty-two beginning in verse one 
through verse four. Once again we 
see the servants of Yahweh men­ 
tioned, we see their foreheads men­ 
tioned, and what is it they have in 
their foreheads? His Name. 

Stop and think about it. If you were 
going to mark something you owned 
for the sake of identification some 
time in the future, how would you do 
it? I'd write my name on it. That way 
I would be able to prove it belonged 
to me. "Yes that is mine, see there, 
my name is written on it." 

There are different ways of Bible 
study for different subjects, the best 
way is always, let the scriptures inter­ 
pret the scriptures. Some times its a 
bit more difficult than others, and 
some times its as simple as this one 
was. Just read the scriptures and they 
will define themselves. 

It is not my intent to ridicule or offend 
anyone, I just want to point out how 
important it is to read what the scrip­ 
tures say, instead of trying to make the 
scriptures say what we want them to 
mean. 

Before anyone writes back and tells 
me how unimportant the Name of 
Yahweh is, remember this: it was im­ 
portant enough to Him that He dedi­ 
cated one of the Ten Commandments 
to it. 

Keep up the good work. We will con­ 
tinue to pray for your ministry as we 
hope you all will do for ours. May 
Yahweh bless you and yours as you 
continue to walk in His path daily. 

Pete Vacca 
Rocheport, MO 

Thanks very much for your letter. 
Your logic is impeccable. and we 
agree that the scriptures you quoted 
certainly state that God places His 
name on the foreheads of the saved. 
But many believe this is symbolic and 
not literal (see "Mailbox." TSS, July. 
1994). We also agree that one of 
God's Ten Commandments addresses 
the sanctity of His name. And we 
agree that scripture should be al­ 
lowed to interpret itself But none of 
the texts quoted above specifically 
states that the Seal of God is His 
name. Therefore. we have two op­ 
tions: (1) use logic to deduce that the 
Seal of God is either God's name or 
the Sabbath; or (2) accept that the 
Bible specifically states the Seal of 
God is the Holy Spirit: "And you also 
were included in Christ when you 
heard the word of truth. the gospel of 
your salvation. Having believed. you 
were marked in him with a seal. the 
promised Holy Spirit" (Ephesians 
1:13). 

LAST OPPORTUNITY 
TO BE INCLUDED 

IN NEW 
DIRECTORY! 

This is the last opportunity for 
your church or group to be in­ 
cluded in the 1994 Directory of 
Sabbath-Observing Groups. By in­ 
cluding your church or group, 
readers searching for fellowship 
will be able to contact you. Please 
send correct name, address, and 
brief sketch of your beliefs to: 

The Bible Sabbath Association 

Route 1, Box 222 

Fairview, OK 73737 
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The Sign of Jonah 
MIKE CLEVELAND 

H e answered, 'A wicked and 
adulterous generation asks for a 

miraculous sign! But none will be 
given it except the sign of the prophet 
Jonah. For as Jonah was three days 
and three nights in the belly of a huge 
fish, so the Son of Man will be three 
days and three nights in the heart of 
the earth" (Matthew 12:39,40). 

Jesus plainly declattd that the story of 
Jonah, specifically the three days and 
three nights he spent in a big fish, was 
a "sign." Then Jesus showed how that 
sign pointed to Himself. In our study 
of types, this story of Jonah is rich 
with detail and imagery pointing us to 
Jesus. Let's look at the "sign" of Jo­ 
nah, and see how it points to our won­ 
derful Savior. 

Chapter one of Jonah begins with God 
instructing Jonah to go to the great 
city of Nineveh and "preach against 
it" because of it's wickedness (verse 
1). But Jonah thought a cruise 
sounded better than preaching against 
a city so he hopped on a ship and "ran 
away from the Lord and headed for 
Tarshish" (verse 3). God then sent a 
"great wind" which caused a "violent 
storm" so that the ship nearly "broke 
up" (verse 4). 

Isn't it interesting that it was when Jo­ 
nah ran from the Lord that his life got 
stormy? Is it coincidental when the 
prodigal left the Father he ended up 
eating with pigs? Storms of life come 
to those who run from God and pig 
food is the nourishment of all prodi­ 
gals. "Lord keep me near you. I'm 
too frail for storms and the world 
won't satisfy me." 

Now this storm became one strong 
hurricane. The boat pitched up and 
down, water poured in, sailors tossed 
things overboard and prayed to Bud­ 
dha. The sailors figured out by cast­ 
ing lots (and by Jonah's guilty look) 
that Jonah was the one causing all of 
their problems. 
When people run from the Lord, not 
only does their life get stormy, but 
they cause problems in other people's 
lives as well. 
Back to the story, the sailors figured 
out that Jonah would make better fish 
bait than water bailer, so with one 
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quick prayer begging forgiveness, 
they heaved the backslider into his 
watery grave. 
But wait! Back up a minute. Listen 
to that prayer again. "Then they cried 
to the Lord, '0 Lord, please do not let 
us die for taking this man's life. Do 
not hold us accountable for killing an 
innocent man, for you, 0 Lord, have 
done as you pleased.'" 

They were asking not to be held ac­ 
countable for killing an innocent man! 
Was Jonah innocent? Why, he him­ 
self admitted that "it is my fault that 
this great storm has come upon you" 
(verse 12). Why did the Holy Spirit 
record that it was an innocent man 
who would suffer for the lives of these 
men? Because Jonah was a "sign" 
pointing us forward to Jesus, the 
"Lamb without spot or blemish" who 
would suffer for us on the cross that 
we might live! 

"But the Lord provided a great fish to 
swallow Jonah, and Jonah was inside 
the fish three days and three nights" 
(Jonah 1: 17). "But the Lord provided 
.... " Sweet words for those of us who 
have backslid. Even when people run 
from God and it seems like life is just 
about over, He will provide. 
Notice here how God gave the big fish 
a chance to obey the divine command: 
Jonah was a stranger and the fish took 
him in. Of course the main thing the 
fish learned is that you can't keep a 
good man down. 

The Mike Cleveland Family 

But listen to the wording of Jonah's 
prayer from inside the fish: "You 
hurled me into the deep ... all your 
waves and breakers swept 0 er me." 

Do you see the symbolism? Jesus \ as 
baptized with our sins. 

" ... Seaweed was wrapped around my 
head." A crown of thorns was 
wrapped around Je us' head. 

" ... The earth barred me in forever." 
Jesus was buried in a tomb as he died 
our eternal death. 
" ... But vou brought my life up from 
the pit."· Jesus was resurrected on the 
third day. 
Consider that Jonah was taken from 
the wood and thrown into the deep 
where he remained for three days and 
nights before resurrection. Could it be 
any clearer? What a "sign" the book 
of Jonah gives us. 

One last thought. In Matthew 12, af­ 
ter Jesus compares himself with Jo­ 
nah, he compares himself with King 
Solomon. Ever wonder why he 
picked those two? It is because those 
two individuals combined personify 
the gospel. Jonah represents the 
depths of Jesus' despair, His agony, 
and His suffering for others. King 
Solomon represents the height of Je­ 
sus exaltation, his glory and his king­ 
dom. In Jesus, both kingly Divinity 
and lowly humanity are combined to 
give us salvation. Praise his name! 5 
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"This is only the beginning 
of sorrows." 

Guard your s eps as you go to the 
house of God, and draw near to 

listen rather than to offer the sacrifice 
of fools; for they do not know they are 
doing evil. ... For the dream comes 
through much effort, and the voice of 
afool through many words" - Eccle­ 
siastes 5:1, 3. The writer of Ecclesi­ 
astes continues in chapter 7, verse 29, 
"God made mankind straight, but 
they have pursued many woven 
fabricati ons." I 

If this be the wisdom of Solomon, 
these words do not constitute sense 
common within the microcosm of 
televangelism. 

The World of Televangelism 
We no longer need journey down to 
the house of God. We can tum on the 
TV and experience multimedia re­ 
enactments of self-centered visions 
which have reduced the stature and 
fullness of God to a few hundred feet 
in height and have Him speaking from 
the midst of the cotton patch. The 
viewer is told that God has spoken to 
the televangelist and the message is 
on this wise: No other man, but the 
televangelist, can accomplish God's 
end-time work The tremendous 
weight of this responsibility falls on 
his shoulders and the shoulders of his 
financial contributors. 

Or, how about this one: God has per­ 
sonally told the televangelist that He 
has set a deadline for "X" amount of 
money to be raised. The intensity of 
the plot coagulates. The terms of the 
blackmail unfold. If the televangelist 
does not succeed in motivating his 
supporters to shell out the required 
shekels, God is going to murder him. 

I have lost count of how many wives 
of televangelists I have heard say, "If 
anyone on this earth today is doing the 
job of the apostle Paul, it's just gotta 
be my husband!" This heartfelt, 
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Michael Galimore 

script-led testimony is always given in 
context of sorely needed financial 
support as the screen dissolves into 
the twin logotypical icons, Visa-, and 
Masterf.ard-. This is only the begin­ 
ning of sorrows. 

A Private Meeting 
In 1983, I attended a private meeting 
with believers/contributors of a media 
ministry in attendance. An "evangel­ 
ist" proclaimed that we should think 
about how much more a modem-day 
"apostle" was accomplishing, flying 
around in his personal G-III (Gulf­ 
stream III executive airplane) than the 
apostle Paul ever dreamed of, riding 
around on his "Jackass-III." The 
"evangelist" proceeded to propagan­ 
dize a message filled with exclusivist 
jargon and institutional mythology, 
sprinkled with allusions to scriptural 
proof texts. The "evangelist" assured 
the believers that the Word of God 
was living, that God was personally 
speaking to them through the "evan­ 
gelist," and that the "apostle" was a 
reincarnate "Elijah," heralding the 
second coming of Jesus Christ. 

In light of such pretextual appropria­ 
tion of the apostle Paul for mercantile 
purposes, would the reader permit this 
writer to transport one of the apostle 
Paul's audiences to the meeting with 
the "evangelist?" 

COVE 

God Has Sp 
A Crisis il 

MICHAl 

Paul's Audience 
In Acts 17, verses 2 and 3, we find 
that Paul "lectured to them on the 
scriptures, demonstrating and proving 
that the Christ had to suffer and rise 
from the dead, and saying, 'This is the 
Christ, Jesus, whom I proclaim to 
you. '" The writer Luke highlights a 
group of Jews in Berea who heard 
Paul. "They received the Word in all 
eagerness, studying the scriptures day 
by day to see if this were really so. 
And many of them believed" (Acts 
17:11,12). 

"No other man, but 
the televangelist can 
accomplish God's end-time 
work. " 

Address to a Modern Audience 
Apparently, I am not the first corre­ 
spondent to suggest juxtaposing a 
Berean audience and modem "spokes­ 
men" for God. In a communication 
to members/contributors, written in 
1979, the above-mentioned "apostle" 
seems to be responding to such a Be­ 
rean examination. "I am writing a 
book, titled A Voice Cries Out Amid 
Religious Confusion. This book will 
say that of all the religions and all the 
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~ STORY 

,ken to Me 
Leadership 

"We no longer need journey down to the house of God. 
We can turn on the TV and experience multimedia 
re-enactments of self-centered visions which have reduced 
the stature and fullness of God to afew hundred feet in 
height. " GALIMORE 

Seduction and Abuse 
Oral Roberts' communications from a 
90-foot Jesus and Jimmy Swaggart's 
man-of-the-hour vision of a ripened 
cotton patch have become faint ech­ 
oes emblematic of the wiles and meth­ 
odology that caricaturize the power 
and presence of the living Jesus 
Christ. In even less subtle seduction, 
Vernon Howell, alias David Koresh, 
told his soon-to-be-killed followers 
that they were no longer "Christians," 
but "Koreshians." 

Abused Christians have often been 
merchandised by gospels that appeal 
to their carnality. "Spokesmen" for 
God have conditioned abused Chris­ 
tians to draw a circle around them­ 
selves - to redefine the simple 
teachings of scripture along ery nar­ 
row lines, reflecting the personal 
experience and prejudice of the 
"spokesmen." Scriptural phrases al­ 
ienated from context become pretex­ 
tual keys to unlock secret 
extra-Biblical teachings known only 
to the "elect." 

more than 250 denominations and 
sects in 'Christianity,' not one, except 
the , knows who and what 
God is! Not one knows what, and 
why, man is! ... Not one knows what is 
the true Gospel Christ proclaimed! 
Not one knows what happens in the 
hereafter - the transcendent human 
potential, not one knows the real func­ 
tion of the Church and purpose of its 
being. None but God's one and only 
true Church has the full knowledge 
God has revealed to His own Church. 
Not one knows what salvation really 
is! ... Today, Christ has put the true 
doctrines into God's Church through 
the apostle whom He chose - not 
elected by men! ... I have said through 
the years, over the air and in print and 
before audiences, 'Don't believe me 
because I say it - look in your own 
Bible and believe what you find 
there!' But I do not - or at least, 
should not have ever said that to our 
own brethren! ... To the unconverted 
Thessalonians, the Bereans were com­ 
plimented for checking up on Paul's 
preaching (Acts 17: 11). But none 
should be accepted in the Church un­ 
til that person either has come to know 
and accept and believe Christ's true 
doctrine, or has repented so thor­ 
oughly, conquered by God and with 
an attitude of a little child, so that the 
minister doing the baptizing feels sure 
he or she will accept and believe fully 
Christ's true doctrines in His church. 
In other words, Christ commands that 
we all speak the same thing. T7lGt be­ 
comes a qualification for member­ 
shipl'" 
Emotional Reaction 
"In other words, II indeed. y Imme­ 
diate gut reactions are numerous. 
That one organization embodies the 
"true" church is a myth. An organiza­ 
tion does not save you; Jesus Chri t 
crucified and resurrected is our hope 
of salvation. There is a "church" 
which is a spiritual body ho 
names are known to God - \ ritt n In 
the "Book of Life" - whose existence 
predates the existence of corporatio 
on the North American continent. 

against whom winds of doctrine, the 
wiles of Satan, and the gates of the 
grave shall not prevail. 

Reasoned Reaction 
When I attempt to penetrate my emo­ 
tional reactions to the "apostle's" mes­ 
sage, I find him making two primary 
statements common to many "spokes­ 
men" for God: (1) That God has re­ 
mained silent, not addressing or 
providing course correction for to­ 
day's diverse expressions of belief; (2) 
that the "apostle" has resolved his re­ 
sulting frustration by closely identify­ 
ing God with himself, specifically by 
speaking out for God. 

The Problem 
The problem enters when "spokes­ 
men" for God look into the mirror of 
the Word and experience a perverse 
dyslexia. They visualize God as 
themselves magnified. Paul typifies 
this as follows: "They gave up the 
glory of God in exchange for the like­ 
ness of an image, of perishable man. 
... They changed the truth of God into 
a lie" (Romans 1:23, 25). 

Why? "They received not the love of 
the Truth, that they might be saved. 
For this cause God shall send them 
strong delusion (a working of error) 
that they should believe a lie. That 
they all might be condemned who be­ 
lieved not the truth, but were well 
pleased in unrighteousness" (2 Thes­ 
salonians 2: 10-12). 

Today's television screen is capable of 
projecting an image of a "spokesman" 
who stands in the place of Jesus. This 
image. enhanced by stage makeup and 
low camera angle, is that of a super­ 
Christian with a ministry and message 
of far greater impact than that of the 
apostles of Christ! In reality, the in­ 
troductions and fade-outs have more 
biblical content than the ego-infused 
personal predictions, healings, and fi­ 
nancial appeals we have come to ex- 

t from media ministers! The 
nature of the medium seems to invite 

onion, 

A chain of abuse is not only practiced 
within families of believers; they of­ 
ten openly despise other believers 
who act according to variant expres­ 
sions of Christian belief. . God is the 
ultimate recipient of the abuse. Be­ 
cause of the words and deeds of the 
"spokesmen" and their "elect," the 
name of God is maligned, and the way 
of truth is evil spoken of. Exploitation 
of Creator and believer in the name of 
"love" is very damaging. insidious and 
abusive; it is tantamount to anti­ 
relationship between God and man. 

A God who is judged to be silent, 
speaks alit with clarity regarding these 
matters, "What gives you the authority 
to catalog my definitions, or to mag­ 
nify my covenant with your speech? 
Examine yourself, you hate disci­ 
plined instructions and do not apply 
my messages to yourself. ... You 
judge, arranging words against your 
brother; you cause your own mother's 
son to stumble. These you have done, 
and I have kept silence. You thought 
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that I was totally as yourself. I will 
judge you and arrange in order your 
vision" (Psalm 50: 16-21). 

Around 66 A.D., the apostle Peter pro­ 
jects us backward and forward in time 
with a piercing indictment of would­ 
be entrepreneurs of their own personal 
gospels. Peter asserts intent and mo­ 
tive: "There arose false prophets 
among the people, as among you also 
there will be false teachers, who will 
secretly bring in destructive opinions, 

"That one organization 
embodies th 'true' church 
is a myth. " 

denying even the Master who bought 
them, bringing on themselves swift 
destruction. And many will follow 
the undisciplined lustful ways of 
them, by reason of whom the way of 
Truth will be evil spoken of; and con- 

. tinuing in an eagerness to gain or pos­ 
ses, they will make merchandise of 
you with fabricated words" (2 Peter 
2:1-3). 

God Communicates Clearly 
God communicates clearly and with­ 
out distortion. "I, the Eternal, am your 
Creator ... you shall have no other 
gods before my face" (Exodus 20:2, 
3). We are not to have another God, 
another Jesus, another good message 
other than the gospel. The names 
"Jeezuss!" and "Gawdduh!" have be­ 
come the buzzwords of the modern 
merchants of theology. These multi­ 
syllabic phonetic mutilations of the 
names "Jesus" and "God" are the pro­ 
fane attempts of charlatan hucksters to 
derive verbal power from those names 
in absence of any semblance of spiri­ 
tual power of their own. 

God Has Spoken to Us 
The letter to the Hebrews brings the 
good news of salvation into focus in 
the Person of one simplifying denomi­ 
nator - Jesus Christ. "God, Who in 
many modes spoke in time past unto 
the fathers by the prophets, has in 
these last days spoken unto us by His 
Son '" Focus your minds on the Apos­ 
tle and High Priest of our profession, 
Jesus" (Hebrews I: 1, 2; 3: I). 

God speaks to us by his Son. Many 
individuals, during the course of their 
entire adult life expend their energies 
trying to dismiss the existence of the 
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Son of the living God. They have 
been conditioned, from childhood on, 
that to survive and prosper in this 
world one must preserve, adore, and 
serve the great god, SELF. 

A Call to Christian Leadership 
Today the body of Christ faces a crisis 
in leadership. Men have made god in 
their images, after their prejudices, 
serving their self-esteem. I n this the 
true essence of Christian leadership 
has been repeatedly perverted: "Your 
attitude should be the same as that of 
Christ Jesus: Who, being in very na­ 
ture God, did not consider equality 
with God something to be grasped, but 
made himself nothing, taking the very 
nature of a servant, being made in hu­ 
man likeness. And being found in ap­ 
pearance as a man, he humbled 
himself and became obedient to death 
- even death on a cross" (Philippians 
2:5-8)! One of our greatest needs is 
for the people of God to step forward 
as leaders to preach the Word of God. 

"Men have made god in 
their images, after their 
prejudices, serving their 
self-esteem. " 

The god of this world - the creator of 
distractions - would blur our percep­ 
tion of personal identity. Jesus says, 
"Why do you not understand my 
speech? Because you cannot hear my 
word. If you continue in my word, 
then are you my disciples indeed; and 
you shall know the truth, and the truth 
shall make you free" (John 8:43, 31, 
32). 

'Personal translation of the text by M. Galimorc. 

'''Personal'' by Herbert W. Armstrong, The 
Good News magazine, April, 1979, pp. 1,23-24. 
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Victor Burford 

Pastor Victor Burford, Director of Missions Abroad for the Church of God, Sell- 
entb Day, recently spoke at the Christian Community Church in Indianapolis, In­ 
diana: Following the worship service, he showed slides of seventh day Christians 
and their work in KenY(L 
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Youth Focus 
JAMES B. PATE 

Ever since the 1962 Supreme Court 
decision banning prayer in public 

schools, America's greatness has rap­ 
idly diminished. Violence has af­ 
flicted our homes and communities, 
and the number of single parent 
homes has dramatically increased. 
Deadly diseases such as AIDS have 
threatened the lives of thousands na­ 
tionwide, and environmental disaster 
continues to plague the nation. These 
are but a few of the many problems 
which have resulted from our nation's 
refusal to acknowledge God, and the 
crisis will only continue to worsen if 
we do not end our descent into sin and 
godlessness. 

These issues profoundly affect the 
lives of young people, for they espe­ 
cially have felt the impact of our na­ 
tional defiance of God. Children and 
young adults in public schools no 
longer petition the Almighty to grant 
his "blessings upon us, our parents, 
our teachers, and our country," but in­ 
stead live in a society where our na­ 
tion's prosperity has been attributed to 
man rather than God. We have disre­ 
garded God's warning III Deu­ 
teronomy 8: 11-14: "Beware that in 
your plenty you don't forget the Lord 
your God and begin to disobey him. 
For when you have become full and 
prosperous ... that is the time to watch 
out that you don't become proud, and 
forget the Lord your God .... " 
Far from being indifferent to Amer­ 
ica's current condition, God is greatly 
concerned about our nation's well be­ 
ing. History is full of nations which 
became great and then passed from 
the scene. Many of these disobeyed 
God and his laws and thus suffered his 
punishments. 
What punishments will God pour out 
upon this nation if we continue our 
downgrade into sin? Deuteronomy 
28:58-62 vividly describes what to ex­ 
pect: "If you refuse to obey all the 
laws written in this book., thus refus­ 
ing reverence to the glorious and fear­ 
ful name of Jehovah of God, then 
Jehovah will send perpetual plagues 
upon you and your children. ... And 
that is not all! The Lord iIi ring 
upon you every sickness and lagu 
that there is, even those that are 
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mentioned in this book, until you are 
destroyed. There will few of you left, 
though you were as numerous as stars. 
All this if you do not listen to the Lord 
your God." Although these words 
were spoken specifically to ancient Is­ 
rael, God has not departed one inch 
from His intention to punish sin. The 
message God intended to convey was 
this: Turn from your wicked ways, or 
perish. And this message is applica­ 
ble to America today. 

Thus God calls all of us to repentance: 
"If my people, who are called by my 
name, will humble themselves and 
pray and seek my face and turn from 
their wicked ways, then will I hear 
from heaven and will forgive their sin 
and will heal their land" (2 Chronicles 
7: 14). This should encourage Ameri­ 
cans that our national problems are 
not hopeless, but require humility and 
righteousness in order to be solved. 
As Christians, let us lead the way for 

James B. Pate 

national repentance. Let us pray con­ 
stantly that God will hear from heaven 
and heal our land! 5 

Church of God, International 
Holds Tri,State Feast of Pentecost 

Approximately 160 members and friends of The Church of God, International 
came from Illinois, Indiana, and Ohio to celebrate the Feast of Pentecost on May 
15 in Dayton, Ohio. A highlight of the afternoon program was the music as pian­ 
ist Sheila Woodard accompanied the Indianapolis Choir. Sermonette was pre­ 
sented by Tom Kauffung of Middletown, Ohio, and addressed the topic, 
"Counting the Days to Pentecost." Mr. Kauffung utilized Leviticus 23:6 and 
Deuteronomy 16:9-12 as he explained his conviction that Pentecost was properly 
celebrated on Mav 15 this year. Keynote speaker was Mr. Mike Linacre from 
Chicago, nlinois.· His sermon, "Th~ Seven Laws of Holiness," highlighted the 
importance of each believer recognizing that God has called us to be holy (Ro­ 
mails 1:7). 
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F ive years ago Ruben McKenzie 
stood' at a crossroads in his life. 

As an Associate Pastor in a Baptist 
church, Ruben knew he had to make a 
change, perhaps even start his own 
church. But God was using this very 
experience to separate him theologi­ 
cally from Sunday worship and start 
'him worshipping on Sabbath. 

As Ruben evaluated his options he 
said, "I remembered that the Lord will 
bless you and the Lord will work 
miracles, but the Lord also gave you 
common sense! So I prayed, 'Lord, 
how can I start my own church? We 
don't have any people!' The Lord re­ 
sponded, 'You have your own family.' 
'But, Lord,' I prayed, 'we don't have a 
church to meet in.' The Lord re­ 
sponded, 'You have your own living 
room.' 'But, Lord,' I prayed again, 'we 
don't even have a pulpit!' And you 
know what - a short time later, my 
wife Debra made us a pulpit! 

Why They Came 
With his excuses taken away, Ruben 
called his friends and family together 
to announce that the new "Whosoever 
Will Come" church would be meeting 
the next Saturday in his living room. 
And people came - not because of 
the prestige of a large church edifice, 
but because they found what they 
needed in that church-within-a-home. 
"The reason people come," Pastor 
McKenzie said, "is because they have 
had turmoil with past worship services 
in various churches. But here we can 
concentrate on worshipping the 
Lord!" His mother- and father-in-law 
came to that first worship service. 
They had been going to established 
Sunday-keeping churches, but they 
were not satisfied. 
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From Sunday to Saturday 
SYDNEY CLEVELAND and HERB JOHNSON 

The second week Ruben's Aunt and 
her husband came - and they invited 
another couple. The next week the 
new family invited their friends, and 
then Debra's brother came. The 
church was now a reality. 
Baptism in a Tub 
It was there in his own bathtub that 
Pastor McKenzie baptized the first 
member. "I can tell you that bathroom 
was really packed," he said as he re­ 
membered the joyful event. "And we 
baptized her by immersion - fully 
under the water." 
A year later, the church was overflow­ 
ing the living room and the pulpit had 
to be moved further back to make 
more room. But even that was not 
enough, so they moved to Ruben's 
aunt's basement. Several months 
later they moved to his brother-in­ 
law's living room. A few months af­ 
terward the church moved to an up­ 
stairs apartment. Two and a half years 
later they were able to rent their pre­ 
sent location - a real church build­ 
mg. 

As he reflected on the various moves 
his church has made over the past five 
years, Ruben commented: "All of 
these were blessings from God and at 
the invitation of the people them­ 
selves! Now its a real joy to open the 
door on Sabbath morning and hear the 
air conditioner running and feel truly 
comfortable! I can see it in the eyes 
of the congregation when they come 
in to our church - they're ready to 
worship the Lord and study the 
Word." 
From Sunday to Sabbath 
A Sunday-keeper for thirty-eight 
years, Pastor McKenzie first became 
aware of the Sabbath when he re­ 
ceived materials from the Worldwide 
Church of God. "I've always been un­ 
able to separate the Old Testament 
from the ew Testament," he said. 
"The basis for my Sabbath-keeping is 
the fourth commandment. I believe 
the entire Bible is inspired, but I don't 
believe everything in it is just for me." 

Two key texts which strongly influ­ 
enced Ruben toward the Sabbath are 
"The Israelites are to observe the Sab- 

bath, celebrating it for the generations 
to come as a lasting covenant" Exodus 
31:13; and "Jesus Christ is the same 
yesterday and today and forever" He­ 
brews 13:8. 

"The Lord will bless you 
and the Lord will work 
miracles, but the Lord also 
gave you common senseI" 

"As a life-long Sunday-keeper," 
Ruben said, "I thought I was taught 
right, but there's a difference between 
doing what you've been taught and 
doing what you're going to be held ac­ 
countable for! Don't get me wrong, I 
didn't start keeping the Sabbath the 
moment I was convicted. But in start­ 
ing my church I was free to implement 
what I knew God wanted me to do. 
That's what I like about my own 
church - I'm here to please the Lord, 
not the 'higher-ups' in some big 
church organization. There is true 
freedom here." 
A Fish a Day 
When asked what he teaches his con­ 
gregation, Ruben replied: "I'm a be­ 
liever in the 'Fish a Day' philosophy 
- if I give you a fish I have fed you 
for a day. But if I teach you how to 
fish I will feed you for a lifetime." 
At Whosoever Will Come church the 
Sabbath day is celebrated from 6 P.M. 
Friday to 6 P.M. Saturday. The Sab­ 
bath itself is seen as a day of rest from 
work, assembling at church for wor­ 
ship and Bible study, and concluding 
the day with relaxing family activi­ 
ties. 
Remaining Faithful to God 
To help himself remember his calling 
and be faithful to the Lord, Pastor 
McKenzie has written out four gen­ 
eral statements to clarify and define 
his ministry: 

"God's Servant to the members of 
'Whosoever Will (let him) Come' is 
Reverend Ruben C. McKenzie (Mark 
10:44). 
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"Accountable to God to 'rightly divide 
the word of truth' (2 Timothy 2: 15). 

"Responsible to give spiritual guid­ 
ance and counsel to it's members, 
teaching them to observe all things 
whatsoever Jesus has commanded so 
that, 10, Jesus will be with us always, 
even unto the end of the world (Mat­ 
thew 28:20). 

"Members are responsible to apply 2 
Timothy 2: 15 so they can seek first 
the Kingdom of God and· it's right­ 
eousness (Matthew 6:33), and then 
Philippians 4: 19 will happen." 

We at TSS respeot Pastor McKenzie 
and his congregation for putting God 
first in their lives and following their 
conviction to worship on His holy 
Sabbath day. In this age when many 
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small churches spring up and quickly 
wither away, Whosoever Will Corne 
has the dedication to continue on to 
the glory of God. 

"1 believe the entire Bible 
is inspired, but I don 't 
believe everything in it is 
just/or me." _ EDITOR'S NOTE: Pastor McKenzie may be con- 

tacted at 2945 Browse Avenue, Indianapolis, IN 
46218·2710. 5 

Resources Available From BSA 
Sabbath at Sommerhase with Activity Packet. This I 13-page book and packet 
for teaching children about the Sabbath is only $7.00. 

1986 Directory of Sabbath Observing Groups. We are offering these at our 
close-out price of$3 each and including the 1989 Supplement (plus postage). 
God's Sabbath for Mankind. We have received a fresh supply of these excel­ 
lent 40-page booklets written by Richard A. Wiedenheft. We consider them to 
be an excellent study booklet at $1 each. 

Ball-point Pens with "The Seventh Day is the Sabbath ofthe Lord" im­ 
print. These fine rubber grip pens are $1.50 each. Offer good only as long as 
current supplies last. 
BOOKS 

The Sabbath in the New Testament by Samuele Bacchiocchi (275 pages) S 10. 

From Sabbath to Sunday by Samuele Bacchiocchi (372 pages) SID. 

Divine Rest for Human Restlessness by Samuele Bacchiocchi (320 pp) SID. 
History of Sabbath and Sunday by John Kiesz (64 pages) S3. 

BOOKLETS 

Why the Seventh-day Sabbath? (12 pages) only 20¢ each or S 17 per 100. 
Roman Catholic and Protestant Confessions About Sunday (12 pages) only 

20¢ each or $17 per 100. 

The Bible Sabbath: Seventh Day or First Day? (6 pages) 14¢ each or S 12 per 
100. 

Bible Truth About Salvation by Grace Through Faith (32 pages) 34¢ each. 
TRACTS 

The Rest of Your Life (2 pages), 10¢ each or $8 per 100. 

Whatever Happened to the Sabbath? (2 pages) 10¢ each or $8 per 100. 
Bumper sticker: "I Break for the Sabbath" $1 each. 

Sample copies of tracts are available free if you enclose a 

self-addressed # I 0 envelope and 52¢ postage with your request. 

ORDER FROM 

The Bible Sabbath Association, Rt. 1, Box 222, Fairview, OK 73737 
Phone orders: (405) 227-3200 

Please add $1 to all orders for shipping and handling, 10% for all orders 
exceeding $10. 

BSA Members take a 20% discount off the single quantity price of all items! 
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CLASSIFIED ADS 
FREE subscription to "Insight," a 
newsletter of Biblical understanding. 
Write Gary C. Miller, 1805 Decker 
St., Pocahontas, AR 72455. (12) 
DOES BIBLICAL "INCREASE" 
really include money? Find out. 
Read "Biblical Tithing is Not on 
Money!" Suggested donation, $3. 
Write Gary C. Miller, 1805 Decker 
St., Pocahontas, AR 72455. (12) 
DOES ELECTRICITY ease or bur­ 
den our lives? Ask Family of God, 
7119 Western ·Tra·l, San Antonio, TX 
78244. (8) 

A CALL FOR UNITY to gather into 
"O?\,E" the children of God scattered 
abroad! Write: The Road Map, P.O. 
Box 341-EE, Altadena, CA 
91003-0341 (11) 
ELIJAH MUST COME before the 
Messiah. Search, Box 2015, Glen­ 
dale, AZ 85311 (8) 
50,000 "NEW" 71 PAGE FORE­ 
WORD to the "original" prophetic 
book The Great Controversy from 
"Christ" to after the 1,000 years. Free 
foreword. Ann Delvlichael, 1926 Hwy 
21 i'.'orth, Malo, WA 99150-9703. (E) 
FREE COpy of THE WAY 
THINGS REALLY ARE, 31731 
Outer Hwy 10, Redlands, CA 92373. 
If you have "ears to hear" - then 
"HEAR." (3) 

RESEARCH PAPER: The World­ 
wide Church of God split off groups 
- their triumphs and troubles. Charts 
included. Send $5 to Alan Ruth, P.O. 
Box 4373, Troy, MI 48099 (9) 
"TITHING ACCORDING TO 
SCRIPTURE." Are Christians com­ 
manded to tithe? Write to: A Study 
about Tithing, 2160 Sugar Pine Drive, 
Cambridge, MN 55008. Please send 
S4.00 check or MO made out to John 
F. Leier. (8) 
CHRISTIAN Sabbathkeeping man, 
Caucasian, marriage minded, age 48, 
5'6", 150 lb .. , brown hair, blue eyes, 
non-smoker, who likes to read, study, 
and live by the Holy Bible. I desire to 
correspond with a Christian Sabbath­ 
keeping Caucasian lady, with weight 
proportionate to height, who also likes 
to read, study, and live by the Holy 
Bible, for friendship leading to mar­ 
riage. Please write to Robert Coons, 
Jr., 974 Co Hwy 116, Johnstown, NY 
12095. (9) 
READ YNCA LIGHT MAGAZINE 
and close the gaps in your Bible un­ 
derstanding. No charge. Write: 
I1'CA, P.O.B. 50, Kingdom City, MO 
65262 (12) 
A SABBATHKEEPING HIGH 
SCHOOL preparing the next genera­ 
tion of Christian leaders and workers. 
Write Spring Vale Academy, Dept. S, 
4150 S M-52, Owosso, MI 48867 or 
call (517) 725-2391. (12) 

THE AMERICAN HOLISTIC 
COLLEGE OF NUTRITION offers 
B.S., M.S., and Ph.D. programs in nu­ 
trition by correspondence. For cata­ 
log call 1-800-659-2426. (12) 
THE AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF 
HOLISTIC THEOLOGY offers 
Doctor of Divinity (D.D.), Doctor of 
Philosophy (Ph.D.), and Doctor of 
Naturology (D.N.) degree programs in 
natural and divine health sciences 
through home study. Free details: 
1-800-949-HEAL. (9) 
FREE: Carnal (sinning) Christians 
will not inherit eternal life. To say 
otherwise, is a cruel hoax. Write for: 
"Lesson # 14," Harold and Donna 
Kupp, Box 1165, Waldport, OR 97394 

(10) 
THE CLAYTON SCHOOL OF 
NATURAL HEALING offers Doc­ 
tor of Naturopathy (N.D.), Doctor of 
Holistic Health (H.H.D.), and Doctor 
of Science (D.Sc.) degree programs by 
correspondence. Learn how to prac­ 
tice as a holistic health counselor. For 
catalog call 1-800-659-8274. (12) 

Classified ads are available at the rate of 30G: per word (including each word and each group of numbers in the address). Send 
copy for classified ads and payment to The Bible Sabbath Association, Fairview, OK 73737. Ad copy without payment will be re­ 
turned. Deac.ine is the 7th of the month for the issue of the second subsequent month (e.g. August 7 for the October issue). BSA 
reserves the right to reject or edit any ad copy. Publication does not necessarily imply endorsement by The Bible Sabbath Asso­ 
ciation or The Sabbath Sentinel. Display advertising is available on request. 
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